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GALLA CREEK MARCH
By Chris Kamerling

PROGRAM NOTES

lla Creek March is in traditional march form and is a stately rhythmic march in the true classic march tradition. The

rch was written to celebrate the small town of Pottsville, in the north-central region of Arkansas. Pottsville is like so
much of small-town America where family, church and basic American values are still the focus.

ille was settled by the Potts family. Kirkbride Potts, a young bachelor, came to Arkansas by covered wagon from

in New Jjersey in the early 1800’s. There he married a pioneer’s daughter, Pamelia Logan and settled in Pope

eir home (the Potts Inn) eventually became a stop on the Butterfield Stagecoach route between the east and

wes . Since it was an establish travel route, it became a railroad depot (Galla Station) as the railroad was
comple¥ed. @alla Creek was the local waterway serving the area.

/ L 4 PERFORMANCE NOTES
Galla Creek March ¢€eg er traditional march form and should be very crisp in style.The tempo should be about 116 bpm and

will settle into a comforga at tempo (much faster and it almost feels "rushed"). While traditional in form, it does provide
eSS e initial key of Bb major modulates to Gb major before coming back to Bb major at the close of

upper clarinet part. It can be approached atti€”ori tempo of 116 bpm or you can create a "grandioso" section and slow the
tempo slightly. | truly hope you will enjoy prepari lerforming Galla Creek March with your ensemble, and it will provide you

with many hours of educational value.
é?mws
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Chris Kamerling is currently the Junior High Band Director for PottsvillegSch@gl District in Pottsville, Arkansas, and
the minister of music at First Baptist Church of Pottsville. He studied cgfnp gl with Philip Parker at Arkansas Tech
University as an undergraduate. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Msjc Education in May of 1998. He then
taught 2 years in the South Conway County School System, and then movg@to his present position at Pottsville,

: ; Carter; and Jenna. He is
g small to large ensembles,
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